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 A library & knowledge service for all NHS staff in Rotherham 

 
27/03/15  Innovation and Improvement Bulletin 
 

 

This bulletin includes research which focuses on improving and developing services to improve the patient 
journey and make services more effective and efficient.  It also includes information on service 
evaluations and future challenges for services that need to be considered in planning. 
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 Integrated care 

 

Acute hospitals and integrated care 

The Kings Fund has published Acute hospitals and integrated care: from hospitals to health systems.  This 

report describes lessons from five case studies where acute hospitals are working collaboratively with local 

partners to build integrated models of care.  Three of these sites have since been chosen as vanguards by 

NHS England. The report assesses the achievements made so far, distils the lessons learnt for other local 

health economies, and makes recommendations for national policy-makers. 

Back to top 

 

Innovation and improvement policy 

 

Access to hospital care: is the NHS on target? 

Nuffield Trust 

This briefing examines how hospital trusts in England are performing against six national targets. The paper 

argues against the notion that dips in performance can be attributed to a handful of poorly performing 

hospital trusts, and finds there has been deterioration across the board in some measures.  

 

http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/acute-hospitals-and-integrated-care
http://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/sites/files/nuffield/publication/access_to_hospital_care_targets.pdf?utm_source=The+King%27s+Fund+newsletters&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5453232_HMP+2015-03-17&dm_i=21A8,38VQO,FLWRCL,BMUYH,1
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Fact or Fiction? Reconfiguring hospital services will deliver significant savings  

Nuffield Trust 

This blog is part of a series called ‘Fact or fiction?’, where experts from the Nuffield Trust give their take on 

the data and evidence behind some of the current perceptions of what is happening with the NHS. 

Back to top 

 

Innovation and improvement tools and techniques 

 

Innovations helping health care  

The Kings Fund has published their latest digital report The Future is now, which brings together examples 

of innovative practice from England and overseas to provide insight into future ways of changing health 

and health care for the better. 

Back to top 

 

Workforce innovation and improvement 

 

Draw the line: managers’ toolkit for raising concerns 

NHS Employers has produced a toolkit to help facilitate engagement between managers and the board, 

senior teams, wider management teams and staff about the importance of raising concerns.  Draw the line 

highlights some key considerations for managers when they are dealing with concerns raised by staff, and 

showcase different approaches undertaken by other NHS organisations 

 

Work and wellbeing in the NHS: why staff health matters to patient care 

Royal College of Physicians 

This report shows that staff health and wellbeing in the NHS is often seen as an optional extra - as less than 

two thirds of trusts have a staff health and wellbeing plan in place. It says that high quality patient care 

relies on skilled staff who are not only physically and mentally well enough to do their jobs, but also feel 

valued, supported and engaged. It also states that good staff health, wellbeing and engagement can reap 

significant benefits for patient safety including reduced MRSA infection rates and lower patient mortality 

rates. 

 

New national GP induction and refresher scheme 

A new national GP induction and refresher scheme has been launched and will go live from 1 April 2015. 

The new scheme is part of the GP workforce 10 point action plan, launched in January by NHS England, 

Health Education England, the RCGP and the BMA. The scheme, developed collaboratively between the 

four organisations, standardises existing regional schemes providing a consistent single point of contact, 

via the GP National Recruitment Office, to guide doctors through the system. 

Back to top 

 

http://www.nuffieldtrust.org.uk/blog/fact-or-fiction-reconfiguring-hospital-services-will-deliver-significant-savings
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/reports/thefutureisnow/
http://www.nhsemployers.org/your-workforce/retain-and-improve/raising-concerns-at-work-whistleblowing/draw-the-line
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/sites/default/files/work-and-wellbeing-in-the-nhs.pdf?utm_source=The+King%27s+Fund+newsletters&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5453232_HMP+2015-03-17&dm_i=21A8,38VQO,FLWRCL,BMWHL,1
http://gprecruitment.hee.nhs.uk/Induction-Refresher
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Long term conditions 

 

Vital signs: taking the temperature of health and care services for people living with long term conditions 

This report analyses the quality of health and care services from the users’ perspective. It shows that there 

are some worrying gaps in long term conditions care which lead to many preventable problems. Too often 

people are not supported to look after themselves, and their emotional and practical needs, and those of 

their carers, are frequently ignored. This not only leads to distress and complications for people living with 

long term conditions, but also means that avoidable pressures on the NHS are increasing.  

Back to top 

Medicines management 

 

Proposals for pharmacists to work in GP surgeries 

The Royal College of General Practitioners and the Royal Pharmaceutical Society are proposing plans for 

pharmacists to work in GP surgeries in a bid to ease current pressures in general practice and address the 

severe shortage of GPs.  The proposals would see pharmacists working as part of the general practice 

team, much in the same way as practice nurses. They say that the move will improve patient safety and 

care and, crucially, reduce waiting times for GP appointments. 

Back to top 

Public health 

 

Health on the High Street 

The Royal Society for Public Health (RSPH) has published Health on the High Street. It explores how 

businesses on the high street can impact on the health of the public and includes league tables ranking the 

"unhealthiest" high streets across London and the UK. The report forms part of the society’s ‘Health on the 

High Street Campaign’ which aims to make high streets healthier, by encouraging businesses to take steps 

to promote health while also giving further powers to local authorities in the areas of planning and 

licensing.  The research finds towns and cities in North and Midlands are more likely to have higher 

concentrations of businesses which may harm the public’s health. RSPH is also calling on the next 

Government, to introduce a range of measures to make high streets more health promoting.  

 

Impact of physical activity and diet on health 

The House of Commons Health Committee has published its Health - Sixth Report: Impact of physical 

activity and diet on health.  The Committee recommended that the next Government prioritises 

prevention, health promotion and early intervention to tackle the health inequalities and avoidable harm 

resulting from poor diet and physical inactivity. The Committee also regarded it as inexplicable and 

unacceptable that the NHS is now spending more on bariatric surgery for obesity than on a national roll-

out of intensive lifestyle intervention programmes that were first shown to cut obesity and prevent 

diabetes over a decade ago.  The Committee were also disappointed that although NICE has produced a 

comprehensive raft of guidance on cost-effective interventions that can be introduced, either by the NHS 

or by local government, to improve diet and physical activity, that to date there has been very little 

assessment of how far these guidelines are being implemented. 

http://www.richmondgroupofcharities.org.uk/PDFs/richmond-group-vital-signs-report.pdf?utm_source=The+King%27s+Fund+newsletters&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5482919_HMP+2015-03-24&dm_i=21A8,39INB,FLWRCL,BOWR8,1
http://www.rcgp.org.uk/news/2015/march/pharmacists-set-to-work-in-gp-surgeries.aspx
https://www.rsph.org.uk/en/about-us/latest-news/press-releases/press-release1.cfm/pid/792B0BEF-F0FF-4349-B34BB5E5041A2D17
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmhealth/845/84502.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmselect/cmhealth/845/84502.htm
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NICER Guidance: fostering an organisational culture of evidence-based decision making  

Suffolk County Council  

This article describes work conducted to put in place a systematic process to ensure the use of NICE 

Guidance and evidence-based decision making was established throughout the culture and practice of the 

Public Health Suffolk directorate and wider County Council.  

 

Using price policies to promote healthier diets 

World Health Organization (WHO) 

This publication provides information on using price policies to promote healthy diets and explores policy 

developments from around the WHO European region. It examines the economic theory underpinning the 

use of subsidies and taxation and explores the available evidence. It also includes several case studies from 

WHO European member states where price policies have been introduced, along with a European Union 

scheme. It concludes with some observations about the design of more effective price policies. 

Back to top 

Children and young people 

 

Wellbeing of looked-after children 

The Department of Health and the Department of Education has published Promoting the health and well-

being of looked-after children: Statutory guidance for local authorities, clinical commissioning groups and 

NHS England. This guidance replaces the Statutory Guidance on Promoting the Health and Well-being of 

Looked After Children, which was issued in November 2009. It aims to ensure looked-after children have 

access to any physical or mental health care they may need.   

 

 

Promoting children and young people’s emotional health and wellbeing 

Public Health England has published Promoting children and young people’s emotional health and 

wellbeing: a whole school and college approach.  This document provides guidance for head teachers and 

college principals on the 8 principles for promoting emotional health and wellbeing in schools and 

colleges.  This document may also be of interest to school nurses and local public health teams. 

 

 

My life, my support, my choice: a vision for person centred coordinated care and support for children and young 

people with complex lives 

National Voices 

This document sets out how good, coordinated – or integrated – support looks to children and young people. It 

offers a clear set of outcomes that commissioners and service providers should be working to.  It covers children and 

young people up to the age of 25 and takes account of the transition into adulthood  

Back to top 

 

Mental health 

 

Improving mental health services for young people 

http://www.nice.org.uk/savingsandproductivityandlocalpracticeresource?ci=http://search.nice.org.uk/sl_824
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/273662/Using-price-policies-to-promote-healthier-diets.pdf?ua=1&utm_source=The+King%27s+Fund+newsletters&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5482919_HMP+2015-03-24&dm_i=21A8,39INB,FLWRCL,BPPYR,1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-the-health-and-wellbeing-of-looked-after-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-the-health-and-wellbeing-of-looked-after-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-the-health-and-wellbeing-of-looked-after-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing
http://www.nationalvoices.org.uk/sites/www.nationalvoices.org.uk/files/tlapmylifemysupportmychoice_final.pdf?utm_source=The+King%27s+Fund+newsletters&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5482919_HMP+2015-03-24&dm_i=21A8,39INB,FLWRCL,BPGDD,1
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The Department of Health has published Future in mind: promoting, protecting and improving our children 

and young people’s mental health and wellbeing. This report makes a number of proposals the 

government wishes to see implemented by 2020. These include: tackling stigma and improving attitudes to 

mental illness; introducing more access and waiting time standards for services; establishing ‘one stop 

shop’ support services in the community; and improving access for children and young people who are 

particularly vulnerable. The report sets out how much of this can be achieved through better working 

between the NHS, local authorities, voluntary and community services, schools and other local services. It 

also makes it clear that many of these changes can be achieved by working differently, rather than needing 

significant investment.  

 

An evaluation of the ‘IPS in IAPT’ psychological wellbeing and work feasibility pilot 

Department of Health (DH) 

This report provides an evaluation of a pilot of a scheme to help people with mental health problems, who 

are claiming Employment Support Allowance, find paid work. It shows positive feedback from service 

providers and participants, and provides recommendations and invaluable learning for a second phase 

pilot.  

 

Preventing suicide among lesbian, gay and bisexual young people: a toolkit for nurses  

  

This toolkit is a collaboration between the Royal College of Nursing (RCN) and Public Health England (PHE).  

It is primarily for nurses who work with children and young people, whether in community or hospital 

settings.  It aims to develop skills and knowledge and recognise the wider context of mental health in 

relation to LGB sexual orientation and identity, and provide a general outline for health professionals 

looking to increase their skills and knowledge around suicide prevention strategies with LGB young people. 

 

Mental health task force 

 

NHS England has announced details of a new task force being established to develop a new five year 

national strategy for mental health, for people of all ages across England. It will explore the variation in the 

availability of mental health services across England, and look at the outcomes for people who are using 

services, and identify key priorities for improvement. It will also consider ways of promoting positive 

mental health and wellbeing, and ways of improving the physical health of people with mental health 

problems.  

Back to top 

 

Other 
 

Mobile diagnostics service 

NHS England is backing the development of a mobile diagnostics service that will deliver laboratory 

standard test results outside of hospital and allow patients to be diagnosed and treated at the point of 

care. The Labkit® Near Patient Diagnostics service is a portable bag containing devices capable of 

producing a range of patient test results including white blood cell count, hemoglobin, glucose, blood 

gases, electrolytes and urinalysis. Outcomes are captured electronically and can be transferred remotely 

and securely to the pathology laboratory at the patient’s local hospital, opening up possibilities for how 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/improving-mental-health-services-for-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/improving-mental-health-services-for-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415177/IPS_in_IAPT_Report.pdf?utm_source=The+King%27s+Fund+newsletters&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5482919_HMP+2015-03-24&dm_i=21A8,39INB,FLWRCL,BOX1Y,1
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/412427/LGB_Suicide_Prevention_Toolkit_FINAL.pdf?utm_source=The+King%27s+Fund+newsletters&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5450875_HWBB+2015-03-23&dm_i=21A8,38TX7,FLWRCL,BM8AB,1
http://www.england.nhs.uk/2015/03/25/taskforce-launched/
http://www.england.nhs.uk/2015/03/25/taskforce-launched/
http://www.england.nhs.uk/2015/03/20/lab-in-a-bag/
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care is delivered. For the first time, clinicians will be able to make diagnoses on the move, allowing them to 

identify problems and treat patients more effectively in the community, in GP practices and even in their 

homes.  

Back to top 
 

 

 
 
This bulletin is produced by The Rotherham Foundation Trust Library and Knowledge Service. This issue 
draws from a number of sources including NHS Networks, Kings Fund and the Yorkshire and Humber 
Commissioning Support Daily Health Bulletin. 
 
Copies of articles and documents mentioned in this bulletin may be available from your local library or 
knowledge service.  
 

If you would like to subscribe to the Innovation and Improvement bulletin please contact the TRFT Library 
and Knowledge Service using the contact details below.  
 
Copies of previous bulletins can be viewed online via our website 
 
Library and Knowledge Service 
The Rotherham Foundation Trust 
Oak House 
Tel: 01709 302096 
knowledge.service@rothgen.nhs.uk 
 
 

  
Find out how we can help:  http://www.rotherhamhospital.nhs.uk/lks  
Search our catalogue:          http://rotherham.nhslibraries.com 
Follow us on Twitter:          @RotherhamNHSLib  

  The evidence you need  

http://trftlibraryknowledge.weebly.com/innovation-and-improvement.html
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