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25/04/2014  Innovation and Improvement Bulletin 
 

 

This bulletin includes research which focuses on improving and developing services to improve the patient 
journey and make services more effective and efficient.  It also includes information on service 
evaluations and future challenges for services that need to be considered in planning. 
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General Practice 
 

Challenge Fund pilot schemes announced 
More than seven million patients across the country will benefit from innovative pilot schemes trialling 
improvements to GP access, funded by the £50m Prime Minister’s Challenge Fund.  Twenty GP 
collaborations were successful in their bids to the fund and have been awarded investment to run pilots 

for a year. The successful schemes were awarded sums from £400k to £5m including three pilots across 
London which cover half of London’s population. A wide variety of ideas are to be trialled including 8am-
8pm working, better use of telecare and health apps, access to appointments through e-mail and video 
consultations and greater flexibility with face-to-face access 
 

Back to top 
 

Health informatics 
NICE website 
A new version of the NICE website will be launched shortly.  In the meantime, NICE have released a beta 
version of their new site and are asking for comments on it. The new site is intended to make looking for 
and using NICE guidance, quality standards and all of their other products and services much simpler and 
more intuitive.  

Back to top 
 

http://www.england.nhs.uk/2014/04/14/challenge-fund/
http://www.england.nhs.uk/2014/04/14/challenge-fund/
http://beta.nice.org.uk/
http://beta.nice.org.uk/
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Clinical commissioning 
 
Bulletin for CCGs: Issue 57, 17 April 2014 

Back to top 
 

Innovation and improvement policy 
 
Transforming primary care 
The Department of Health and NHS England have published Transforming Primary Care: safe, proactive, 
personalised care for those who need it most. This document sets out plans for more proactive, 
personalised and joined up care, including the Proactive Care Programme, providing the 800,000 patients 
with the most complex health and care needs with: a personal care and support plan; a named 
accountable GP; a professional to coordinate their care; and same-day telephone consultations. The plan 
builds on the role of primary care in keeping patients well and independent. It explains how professionals 
across the healthcare system can work together to transform care to become more proactive and tailored 

to patients’ individual need. 
Back to top 

 
Innovation and improvement tools and techniques 
 
Balancing quality and finance to deliver greater value 
NHS Confederation has published a briefing Two sides of the same coin: balancing quality and finance to 
deliver greater value.  The briefing examines the crucial issue facing the NHS regarding how the health 
service can balance the imperative to provide better care with the need to reduce costs overall. It 
highlights the key messages arising from a roundtable event held at the end of last year.  It is published by 
a partnership of the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges, the Faculty of Medical Leadership 
and  Management, the Healthcare Financial Management Association and the NHS Confederation. 

 
 
Doctors and patients asked about medical innovation 
The Department of Health is seeking the views of doctors and patients on innovative treatments.  

Its consultation asks if doctors are put off pioneering treatments by fear of litigation if something goes 
wrong. The consultation is for a proposed Medical Innovation Bill, which will both encourage doctors to 
innovate in medical practice and bolster patient safeguards. 
 
 

Back to top 
 

 

 
Public health 
 
Tackling physical inactivity 
The All-Party Commission on physical activity has published Tackling physical inactivity - a coordinated 
approach. This is the first of two reports from the All-Party Parliamentary Commission on Physical Activity, 
which was set up in 2013. This report sets out the scale and scope of the problem of physical inactivity, 
mapping out the specific areas in which change is needed. 
 
 

http://www.england.nhs.uk/2014/04/17/bulletin-for-ccgs-issue-57-17-april-2014/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/plans-to-improve-primary-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/plans-to-improve-primary-care
http://www.nhsconfed.org/Publications/briefings/Pages/Two-sides-same-coin.aspx
http://www.nhsconfed.org/Publications/briefings/Pages/Two-sides-same-coin.aspx
http://www.gov.uk/government/news/medical-innovation-doctors-and-patients-encouraged-to-give-views
http://activitycommission.com/
http://activitycommission.com/
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NICE Evidence Update: Interventions to reduce substance misuse among vulnerable young people 
NICE has published a new evidence update Interventions to reduce substance misuse among vulnerable 
young people (Evidence Update 56). This Evidence Update provides a summary of selected new evidence 

published since the literature search was last conducted for NICE Public Health Guidance 4 ‘Interventions 
to reduce substance misuse among vulnerable young people’ (2007). Evidence Updates are intended to 
increase awareness of new evidence they do not replace current NICE guidance and do not provide formal 
practice recommendations. 
 
 
Sexual and reproductive health evidence summaries 
Public Health England has published a package of new resources providing the latest evidence on the 
impact and economics of opportunistic chlamydia screening, and HIV screening and testing. The topics 
were selected given their priority as key sexual health indicators within the ‘Public Health Outcomes 
Framework’, which local areas are now delivering against.  For both subjects, PHE has produced evidence 
summaries and leaders' briefings.   

 
 
Preventing drug related deaths 
Public Health England has published its latest 'Turning Evidence into Practice' briefing which examines 
Preventing drug related deaths.  The briefing provides practical advice for commissioners and services on 
preventing drug-related deaths – one of the eight good practice outcomes of the national drug strategy. It 
covers overdose and other health harms, and the importance of safe prescribing and continuing care. It 
includes new psychoactive substances and volatile substances, and how alerts and reviews can improve 
local responses to prevent future deaths. 

Back to top 

Older people 

 
Learning for care homes from alternative residential care settings 
The Joseph Rowntree Foundation has published a review which explores the learning from delivery of care 
in residential services for children and young people, residential services and supported housing for people 
with learning disabilities and hospice care, and considers how this can be applied in care homes for older 
people. Learning for care homes from alternative residential care settings finds that there are promising 
ideas that could improve the culture of care homes, experiences of care and support for staff; presents 
evidence of how residential care homes in other sectors have created positive organisational cultures; and 
looks at how greater involvement of people who use services and their families can improve experiences of 
care. 
 
Collective solutions to care in an ageing society 

The Institute for Public Policy Research has published The generation strain: collective solutions to care in 
an ageing society.  This report asks why previous attempts to recognise the importance of individuals and 
their families in providing care have not been more effective or more widely felt, and how best to prepare 
for the full impact of our ageing society in the 2020s. The central message is that we need to build and 
adapt: to build new community institutions capable of sustaining us through the changes ahead and to 
adapt the social structures which already exist, including family, public services, workplaces and 
neighbourhoods. 

Back to top 
 

https://www.evidence.nhs.uk/evidence-update-56
https://www.evidence.nhs.uk/evidence-update-56
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-sexual-and-reproductive-health-evidence-summaries-published-today
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-sexual-and-reproductive-health-evidence-summaries-published-today
http://www.nta.nhs.uk/Turning-evidence-into-practice-Preventing-drug-related-deaths.aspx
http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/learning-for-care-homes
http://www.ippr.org/publication/55/12158/the-generation-strain-collective-solutions-to-care-in-an-ageing-society
http://www.ippr.org/publication/55/12158/the-generation-strain-collective-solutions-to-care-in-an-ageing-society
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Mental health 

 
Managing patients with complex needs: London case study 

This report reviews a service that helps GPs in the City of London and Hackney to support people who fall 
through the gaps in existing service provision.  
It finds that it improves health at the same time as reducing costs in both primary and secondary care 
services. 
 
Investing in recovery in mental health 
A new report has been published by Rethink Mental Health and the London School for Economics which 
makes the business case for investment in 15 different types of care for people with schizophrenia and 
psychosis including peer support, family therapy and cognitive behavioural therapy.  Investing in Recovery 
shows how investing in proven services such as early intervention, can generate significant cost-savings for 
the NHS because it reduces the need for hospital beds. The analysis found that £15 is saved for every £1 
spent on early intervention. 

Back to top 
 

Learning disabilities 
 
Progress on improving nursing for people with learning disabilities 
The Department of Health has published Strengthening the Commitment: One year on - Progress report on 
the UK Modernising Learning Disabilities Nursing Review.  This report sets out the progress made in 
England during the past year against the 17 recommendations set out in 'Strengthening the Commitment: 
the report of the UK Modernising Learning Disability Nursing Review (2012)'.  It shows how the 
recommendations have been turned into good practice to achieve better health and wellbeing for people 
with learning disabilities.  
 

 
Quality standards for ophthalmology services for patients with learning disabilities 
The Royal College of Ophthalmologists has published Quality standards for services for patients with 
learning disabilities. The standards do not attempt to assess every aspect of the service in detail, but focus 

on areas where problems are likely to show where the service is under stress. Very few clinical services will 
achieve a perfect score, so the questionnaires can be used as quality improvement tools. The standards 
have been developed with the VISION 2020 UK Learning Disabilities Group and SeeAbility. 

Back to top 

Other 
 
Transplantation of organs from deceased owners with cancer or a history of cancer 
The Advisory Committee on the Safety of Blood, Tissues and Organs (SaBTO) has published Transplantation 

of organs from deceased owners with cancer or a history of cancer.  The committee reviewed evidence 
including the outcomes of transplants in the UK of organs from donors who had cancer or a history of 
cancer. They drew up a series of recommendations, and categorised a number of cancers according to 
their risk of transmission to the recipient of an organ transplant. SaBTO’s findings and recommendations 
will help transplant surgeons to decide whether transplanting a particular organ would be in their patient’s 
best interests. It could enable surgeons and patients to use with confidence some organs they might 
otherwise hesitate to accept. 
 
 
 

http://www.centreformentalhealth.org.uk/pdfs/Managing_patients_complex_needs.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=The+King%27s+Fund+newsletters&utm_campaign=3976001_HMP+2014-04-11&dm_i=21A8,2D7WH,FM9TZK,8LDDF,1
http://www.rethink.org/media/1030280/investing%20in%20recovery.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-on-improving-nursing-for-people-with-learning-disabilities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-on-improving-nursing-for-people-with-learning-disabilities
http://www.rcophth.ac.uk/news.asp?itemid=1646&itemTitle=NEW+Quality+Standards+for+Services+for+Patients+with+Learning+Disabilities&section=24&sectionTitle=News
http://www.rcophth.ac.uk/news.asp?itemid=1646&itemTitle=NEW+Quality+Standards+for+Services+for+Patients+with+Learning+Disabilities&section=24&sectionTitle=News
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transplantation-of-organs-from-donors-with-a-history-of-cancer
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transplantation-of-organs-from-donors-with-a-history-of-cancer
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NHS News 
Issue 52 of NHS News includes the following news items: 

 NHS England invests £230m to secure world-class GP IT systems 

 Mental health director leads drive for improved psychosis care 
 Mental health teams in police stations and courts scheme goes live 
 Have your say on police powers on mental health 
 National Training Survey 2014 now open 
 Next steps on Regional Innovation Fund announced 
 Finalised approach moves Spine 2 closer to transition 
 New Information Standards Governance announced 
 Jenny Hicken – Support where it’s needed most 
 John Holden – The new Congenital Heart Disease review: 21st update 
 Care Quality Commission (CQC) inpatient survey results discussed 
 NHS event to highlight the challenges of Integrated Care, London  

 

 
Issue 53 includes the following news items: 

 Quality Premium: development of additional mental health indicators 
 NHS Standard Contract eContract system 
 Successful PM Challenge Fund pilots announced 
 Update on N3 - the national network for the NHS 
 Programme to reduce the need for restrictive interventions 
 Blogs: improving care for psychosis patients; improving outcomes for patients; CCGs; Call to Action 

response; and listening to the views of others can make a better NHS 
 
 

Back to top 

 

 

This bulletin is produced by The Rotherham Foundation Trust Library and Knowledge Service. This issue 
draws from 14th – 25th April.  Copies of articles and documents mentioned in this bulletin may be available 

from your local library or knowledge service.  
 
If you would like to subscribe to the Innovation and Improvement bulletin please contact the TRFT Library 
and Knowledge Service using the contact details below.  
 
You may be interested to know that NHS Sheffield Library Service produces the Daily Health Bulletin which 
covers the latest health news stories.     
 

Library and Knowledge Service 
The Rotherham Foundation Trust 
Oak House 
Tel: 01709 302096 
knowledge.service@rothgen.nhs.uk 
 

http://www.england.nhs.uk/2014/04/14/nhs-news-issue-52/
http://www.england.nhs.uk/2014/04/23/nhs-news-issue-53/
http://www.sheffield.nhs.uk/healthbulletin/
mailto:knowledge.service@rothgen.nhs.uk

